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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of controlling call admission within a 
system compr i s i ng including a plurality of media gateways interconnected by a packet 
switched backbone, the method comprising the steps of: 

at loast ono modia gatoway, monitoring the level of congestion suffered by 
incoming packets to that aatowav for a first gateway wherein said incoming packets are 
transmitted from othor modia gateways o r qroupG a group o f media gateways over said 
backbon e and wherein said first media gateway acting as a terminating media gateway 
for said group of media gateways : and 

fol l owing rocoipt of a roquost for receiving a request for s aid at loast ono 
fjrstmedia gateway to terminate a new bearer connection extending over said backbone 
from a second media gateway within said group of media gateways a-" poor" modia 
g a teway 

making a decision on the admissibility of that request based upon the previously 
monitored level of congestion suffered by said first media gateway for said incoming 
packets from said second media gateway or from said group of media gateways: and 
that poor mod i a gatoway or a group of modia gateways containing tho poor gatoway. 

rejecting said reguest for said new bear con nection based on said admission 
decision. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
step of monitoring the level of congestion suffered by said incoming packets to ono of a 
p l urality of modia gatoways comprisos for said first media gateway comprises the step 
of: 

examining said incoming p ackets received at that said first media g ateway to 
determine whether or not they contain a congestion notification flag. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
step of monitoring the level of congestion suffered bv said incoming packets to tho one 
of a plural i ty of modia aatowavo further comprising f or said first media gateway 
comprises the step of: 

monitoring the rate at which incoming p ackets are dropped. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, where i n tho 
st e p of monitoring tho l e v el of oongost i on suffered by i ncoming pack e ts to a gat e way 
tho ono of a p l urality of modia gatoways further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring the rate at which incoming p ackets are dropped by the backbone and 
examining said incoming packets received at tho ono of a plurality of mod i a 

gatoways that gatoway said first media gateway to determine whether or not they -sajd 

incoming packets contain a congestion notification flag. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
step of monitoring the level of congestion suffered by said incoming packets to the ono 
of a p l urality of modia gatoways comprisos f or said first media gateway comprises the 
step of: 

associating incoming packets or packet sequences with an originating gateway 
based upon source addresses or parts of source addresses. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
packet switched backbone is an Internet Protocol (IP) backbone. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
step of making said decision on the admissibility of said reouest is made at said first 
media gateway a decision on th e admissib il ity of a request for a moriin gateway tn 
torminato a boaror, furthor comprisos making tho doc i sion at tho mod i a gatoway . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said 
step of making t he decision on the admissibility of a roquost for a modia gateway to 
torminoto a boaror said request is made at the ajnedia gateway controller controlling 
said first media gateway at l oast ono modia gateway, and said monitored congestion 
levels are signalled to the media gateway controller by the first media gateway. 

9. (Currently Amended) A media gateway arranged to control call 
admission within a system comprising including a plurality of media gateways 
interconnected by a packet switched backbone, the media gateway comprising: 

means for monitoring the level of congestion suffered by incoming packets to that 
gateway from other media gateways or groups or of mod i a gatoways over said 
backbone wherein said gateway acting as a terminating media gateway for said other 
media gateways ; 

means for receiving a request for that media gateway to terminate a new bearer 
connection e xtending over said backbone from a requesting media gateway within said 
other media gateways: a "poor" mod i a gateway; and 

means coupled to the monitoring means and the receiving means for making a 
decision on the admissibility of that request based upon the previously monitored level 
of congestion suffered b v said incoming packets transmitted f rom said reouesting media 
gateway or from t hat poor said other media gateways gateway or a group of modia 
gateways containing said requesting media gateway; t ho poor gateway . 

means for rejecting said reouest for said new bearer connection based on said 
admission decision. 

10. (Currently Amended) A media gateway controller arranged to control 
call admission within a system comprising including a plurality of media gateways 
interconnected by a packet switched backbone, the media gateway controller 
comprising: 

an interface towards at l oast ono a first media gateway; 
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means for receiving monitored congestion levels from said first media gateway 
oach modia gatoway to which tho modia gatoway contro l lor has an intorfaco , the 
monitored congestion levels being indicative of the congestion suffered by incoming 
packets to tho [[or]] roopoot i vo gatoways said first media gateway f rom other media 
gateways or groups of modia gatowayc over said backbone wherein said first media 
gateway acting as a terminating media gateway for said other media gateways ; 

means for receiving a call request requiring that a - said first media gateway 
terminate a new bearer connection extending over said backbone from a "poor" modia 
gat e way; and second media gateway within said other media gateways; 

means couplod to both tho rocoiving moans for making a decision on the 
admissibility of that request based upon the congestion level suffered by said i ncoming 
packets for said first media gateway from that poor said second media gateway or a 
group of modia gatoways contain i ng tho poor gatoway from said other media gateways: 
and 

means for rejecting said reouest for said new bearer connection based on said 
decision . 

11.-12. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A computer program product within a computer 
usable medium for controlling call admission within a system including comprising a 
plurality of media gateways interconnected by a packet switched backbone, the 
computer program comprising instructions within the computer usable medium for: 

monitoring the level of congestion suffered by incoming packets to at loast 
one for a first media gateway wherein said incoming packets are transmitted f rom other 
media gateways or groups of modia gatoways over said backbone and wherein said 
first media gateway acting as a terminating media gateway for said other media 
gateways : and 
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fo l lowing roooipt of receiving a request for said at loast one first m edia 
gateway to terminate a new bearer connection extending over said backbone from a 
"poor" madia aatowav second media gateway within said other media gateways . 

making a decision on the admissibility of that request based upon the previously 
monitored level of congestion suffered by said first media gateway for said incoming 
packets from said second media gateway or from said other media gateways t hat poor 
mod i a gateway or a group of modia gateways containing the eee^-second media 
gateway. 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 13 claim 1 , wherein the instructions for monitoring the level of congestion suffered 
by said incoming packets for said first media gateway further to ono of a plura l ity of 
modia gatoways comprises instructions for 

examining said incoming p ackets received at that first media g ateway to 
determine whether or not they contain a congestion notification flag. 

15. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 13, wherein the instructions for monitoring the level of congestion suffered by said 
incoming packets for said first media gateway t o tho ono of a plurality of modia 
gatoways further comprise instructions for 

monitoring the rate at which packets are dropped. 

16. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 1 3, wherein the instructions for monitoring the level of congestion suffered by said 
incoming packets for said first media gateway to tho ono of a plurality of modia 
g a t e w a ys further comprise instructions for 

monitoring the rate at which packets are dropped by the backbone and 
examining said incoming p ackets received at the ono of a plurality of modia 

oatowavs that first media g ateway to determine whether or not they said incoming 

packets c ontain a congestion notification flag. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 13, wherein the instructions for monitoring the level of congestion suffered by sajd 
incoming packet s for said first media gateway to tho ono of a plura l ity of modia 
gatoways comprises instructions for 

associating incoming packets or packet sequences with an originating gateway 
based upon source addresses or parts of source addresses. 

18. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to 
claim 13, wherein said packet switched backbone is an Internet Protocol (IP) backbone. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 13, wherein said instructions for making a said d ecision on the admissibility of a 
said request for a said first media gateway to terminate a said new bearer connection . 
furthor compr i coc mak i ng tho doo i sion is made at the first media gateway. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
claim 13, wherein said instructions for making t he decision on the admissibility of a said 
request for a said first media gateway to terminate a said new bearer connection is 
made at the a media gateway controller controlling said at le ast on e first media 
gateway, and said monitored congestion levels are signaled to the media gateway 
controller by the first media gateway. 
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